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Grades 3-5Water is life! Be water 
smart and Earth smart
If there was no water on Earth, there would be no plants, animals or  
humans! All living things need water to live. We have water on Earth,  
but not as much as you might think.

Did you know that only 1 percent of all the water on the planet Earth 
can be used by people? About 97 percent of water on Earth is salty sea 
water that we can’t drink. The other 2 percent of our water is frozen  
in icebergs or glaciers (GLAY-shurs) at the North and South Poles.

More and more people live on our planet, but water  
is a limited natural resource. We need to use water 
wisely and conserve (save) what we don’t truly 
need. We don’t want to waste it. Can you 
name some of the ways you use 
water each day? Make a list!

This issue is full of great 
ways that students 
can save water! 
Being water smart 
is just one way 
you can help 
save the planet, 
so we have 
wonderful 
recycling and 
“green” ideas  
for you, too!

solve the secret code

DId YOU KNOW? Your body is almost 70 percent water. Every part 
of your body uses water. People can live several weeks without food, but 
only a few days without water.

Decode the message below to find four 
ways you can help protect the Earth.

Read: “I Want to Be an Environmentalist” by Stephanie Maze
Meet people—such as botanists, economists, organic farmers and 
scuba divers—who work to protect the Earth.

	S tart your own cleanup project! PBS Kids has great tips at  
http://pbskids.org/zoom/activities/action/way04.html

Learn moreFree school tours: The Springs Preserve offers free, interactive tours 
for school groups year-round. Teachers, please call 822-7744 for details.
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