
When the sun shines on water, water 
slowly begins to disappear. When this 
happens, it is called evaporation 
(ee-vap-uh-rey-shun). Evaporation 
happens when the sun takes the water and 
turns it into vapor. Try this experiment so 
you can see evaporation for yourself.

You will need:  
A bowl of water
A sunny sidewalk 
A shady sidewalk

Begin the experiment: 
1. Dip your hand in the bowl of water 

and make a handprint on a sunny 
sidewalk. Count how long it takes to 
disappear. Write the number that tells 
how long each handprint lasted.

2.  Now go to a shady sidewalk and 
make a water handprint there. Count 
how long it takes to disappear. Write 
the number that tells how long each 
handprint lasted.

Sunny Sidewalk Shady Sidewalk

Free school tours: The Springs Preserve offers free, interactive tours 
for school groups year-round. Teachers, please call 822-7744 for details. 
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Desert Discovery is a publication of the Southern Nevada Water Authority. 
Learn more about water and your desert environment at our Web sites.

THE AMAZING, 
DISAPPEARING 
HAND EXPERIMENT

Learn more

Read: “Big Rain Coming” by Katrina Germain. In this 
picture book, everyone and everything in the 
Australian outback waits for rain.

 “Down Comes the Rain” by Franklyn Branley. 
Where does rain come from? Learn about the 
water cycle in this book. 
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Look around! Our Mojave Desert is the driest of all the deserts 
in the United States and Mexico. We only get about 4 inches of 
rain a year. That is the length of one of your crayons!

A drought can happen when nature sends down less rain or 
snow than normal over months or years—not just in a desert, 
but almost anywhere.

Drought (drout): A long period 
of dry weather with little or no rain.

Can you see a drought? No, not like you might see 
a tornado. Can you feel a drought? No, not like you 
might feel an earthquake. A drought happens so slowly 
that you only see its effects, or results. 

You can make a difference in a drought by being 
careful with how you use water and not wasting it. 

Rain is good in a drought. But in a fl ash 

fl ood, we get too much rain all at once. 

Flash fl oods move quickly, like a powerful 

river. They can be very dangerous. 

Don’t ever play in fl oodwater.

Want to see a “safe” fl ash fl ood? Visit 

the Flash Flood exhibit at the Springs 

Preserve, where 5,500 gallons of water 

rush out in front of your eyes. 

(springspreserve.org, 822-7700)

DROUGHT EFFECTS AT LAKE MEAD

My handprint lasted

_______seconds.

My handprint lasted

_______seconds.

Make discoveries: Did one handprint last longer 
than the other? If so, why do you think that happened?
Make discoveries:
than the other? If so, why do you think that happened?

CHILDREN ENJOY THE FLASH FLOOD EXHIBIT AT THE SPRINGS PRESERVE
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