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Creature Match 

We have amazing creatures in the Mojave Desert. Have you 
ever seen a lizard crawling around, or a desert tortoise? Some 
schools have created special tortoise habitats—places where 
tortoises can live naturally. Your house would be your habitat.

Would you describe our desert as hot and dry? Correct! We get 
very little rain, and the desert can be a tough place for creatures. 
They have learned to adapt (change) to survive!

Many desert creatures can live on a tiny amount of 
water. Why do you think that is important?

Now hear this!
A desert cottontail rabbit gets its name for its 
cottony tail, but its huge ears are its most amazing 
feature! These ears help the rabbit to release heat out 
of its body. Cottontails are more active at night, 
when it’s cooler. They have light-colored fur that 
soaks up less heat from the sun than dark fur.

Cottontails are herbivores—that means 
they eat grass and plants. They get water 
from the plants they eat.

Draw a line to match a fact with a creature. Look for clues in this issue!

     I fly, but my nest is underground.

  I am only 2 inches long.

I can store water in my body for a year.

 I use the sun to “cook” my food. 

   My big ears help me release heat.

      I change skin color to deal with the heat.

Desert tortoise
Desert cottontail

Desert pupfish

Desert iguana

Burrowing owl
Chuckwalla
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“The Tortoise and the Jackrabbit” by Susan Lovell

“Roadrunner’s Dance” by David Diaz

“Crafts for Kids Who Are Wild About Deserts” 
  by Kathy Ross

  Desertusa.com

Learn moreFree school tours: The Springs Preserve offers free, interactive tours 
for school groups year-round. Teachers, please call 822-7700 for details.
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Desert Discovery is a publication of the Southern Nevada Water Authority. 
Learn more about water and your desert environment at our websites.
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