
Read: Near One Cattail: Turtles, Logs and Leaping Frogs  
by Anthony Fredericks. From zip-zipping dragonflies to hip-hopping 
frogs, these critters swim, soar or crawl in a wetland home.

Visit: Clark County Wetlands Park. The Las Vegas Wash flows  
through here. (455-7522)

The Springs Preserve. Hike on trails near the wetlands.  
See birds and insects! Entry to the trails is free. (822-7700,  
springspreserve.org)

Learn more
Free school tours: The Springs Preserve offers free, interactive tours 
for school groups year-round. Teachers, please call 822-7744 for details.
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 Grades K-2What are wetlands?
Wetlands can be mushy and gooey. We can call them swamps  
or marshes. Wetlands are found around the world—even in deserts. 
All wetlands are wet and full of amazing plants and 
animals.

Wetlands help our environment. Plants in wetlands can help “clean” 
the water. Plants in wetlands line the shores like anchors to help the 
land not erode (wear away). Wetlands even help to prevent floods 
by holding water, almost like a sponge. 

Do we still have wetlands in Las Vegas?  
You bet. The most important wetland we have now is 
the Las Vegas Wash. There is also a wetland at the 
Springs Preserve. It was rebuilt by smart scientists. 
When the wetland came back, so did plants and animals. 
Where there is water, there is life!




